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Our School Vision & Mission Statements
Our Motto:
To Love is To Serve

Our Vision Statement:
St Patrick’s is a nurturing Christian community that inspires learning and achievement,
acceptance and equality in a child safe school environment.

Our Mission Statement:
For our children, families and staff to live the Christian Message of Love through –
• Faith – By living Christian values in the Christian tradition
• Learning & Achievement – By creating educational opportunities for all members
of the school community to work towards their full potential.
• Acceptance & Equality – By providing a just and caring environment in which all
individuals are valued and respected; where each person has a sense of selfworth and achievement.
• Community – By building a strong sense of belonging, based on partnerships
between home, school, parish and local community

Our Commitment to Diversity:
All members of our school community will endeavor to promote awareness of cultural,
religious, gender and political diversity. We seek opportunities to foster inclusiveness
for all people and to promote the dignity of the human person. Our policies and
programs will acknowledge the rich diversity of Australian culture and we will embrace
each member of our school community regardless of ability, belief, gender affiliation or
practice.

Our Commitment to Child Safety:
All students enrolled have, and any child visiting has a right to feel safe and to be safe.
The wellbeing of children in our care will always be our first priority. We have zero
tolerance for child abuse and we will create a child safe and child friendly environment
where children are safe and free to enjoy life to the full without any impediments to
their safety.
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Welcome
Welcome to our school. Saint Patrick's school has been educating children on this site
since 1924 and over that time many generations of students have passed through our
corridors!
In 2023 your child will join the ranks of students to receive an education in the Catholic
primary tradition and your family will become part of our "Drummo" story. We welcome
you and your child to our school and hope the years spent here will be successful and
enjoyable. In particular, we hope that this first year at school will be a happy and
exciting experience for you all.
Beginning primary school is an important milestone in your child's life. Every child is
different, with different needs, interests and personalities. Your child is important to
you and to us. We will need to work together to support them as they learn and develop
as individuals and as valued members of our school community.
We have included information in this booklet to help you to understand some of the
things you might want to know about your new school. Please enjoy flicking through
and don't hesitate to make contact with us at school if you have any questions.
Once again, welcome to the community of St. Patrick's. We are so glad that you are
here!
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The Junior School Program
As a student in the Foundation class of 2023 your child will become a valued member of
the junior school at St. Patrick's school. This means that your child will be in a class with
approximately 25 other students in either their first or second year of school. They will be
assigned a classroom teacher and a classroom to work in. Your child will quickly learn to
identify with their classroom and especially with their classroom teacher and they will
have many stories to tell you about life in the junior school! Some things to keep in mind
as your child starts school are:
Strive for independence
Don't do anything for your child that they can do for themselves. This helps to build
independence and it's a great skill to have. This means that each child should be able to
carry their own school bag to and from class as well as taking
responsibility for unpacking their bag in the morning and of an
afternoon. They should also be able to deliver a message,
unpack their own lunch and put their belongings away. Of
course, we wouldn't expect this from the start but as with all life
skills, we will be working on it!

Daily Reading
The best way to develop confident readers is to model reading to your child every day.
Your classroom teacher will send home books to read with your child each night and the
sooner you can develop healthy reading habits
at home the better! The children who show
the most progression as readers in the early
years are the children whose parent’s actively
engage in reading at home every day. Just 10
minutes a day can lead to vast leaps in reading
ability.
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Birthdays at School
We love to recognise birthdays at school. If you would like to send something along on
your child's birthday, please do! We recommend cupcakes or something similar which the
children can hand out rather than cutting up which can become a bit messy. If your child
would rather have a quiet day on their birthday, that's okay too. Not everyone likes to
have big celebrations.
Specialist Classes
Your child will attend specialist classes throughout the week. These are classes
conducted by Specialist teachers and not the general classroom teacher. You will be
informed when these classes are held
and if your child requires anything special
at these times.
Some examples of Specialist classes
include: Art, Physical Education, Indonesian (LOTE) and Healthy Living (Environmental
Science).

School Canteen
We have a canteen which operates each Friday throughout the school year. Your child
can look forward to a special treat on Fridays if that is your desire. A reminder that little
tummies don't need too much food because you don't want to see your child's lunch go
to waste. Once you have ordered your child's lunch, they won't require any extra money
as there are no sales from the canteen other than pre-purchased lunch orders. Orders
are placed through the QuickCliq website - https://www.quickcliq.com.au/. Parents will
set up an account, adding in their student’s details and the school’s details. For more
information, please contact the office.
We love dress up days
Everybody loves a dress up day! You will always have plenty of warning about special days
so you never need to panic. Likewise, you never have to go to extreme lengths to produce
a costume, the children are always inventive and it's not a competition, so we should all
be able to enjoy a special day without ruining the household budget.
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Confusion sometimes prevails
It's okay to feel a little confused at the start of the school year. Don't hesitate to ask a
staff member if you are unsure of something. Likewise, your child might seem a little
confused at times too. This is a steep new learning curve for everyone so if we can help,
please ask.
Working with your school
It is important for parents and teachers to work together and communicate well. It can
help if you:
• let the teacher know if there is something happening at home that may be
affecting your child
• let them know about any health problems your child may have
• read all the school notices and reply as soon as possible
• get involved in school activities, eg. listen to children's reading every night
• talk to your child about what they are learning at school
• encourage your child to share their interest and experiences with their teacher.
Make an appointment to see the teacher if you are concerned about your child.
Children do best at school when their parents and teachers work together to support
them.
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The first few weeks
As your child settles in to school:
• they may be tired at the end of the day. Don't plan too many after-school activities;
make sure they have time to rest and for free play
• they may be 'starving' after school. Take a healthy snack when you pick them up.
Try giving them an early dinner as they may be too tired to eat later
• they may want to tell you all about their day as soon as they see you. Be available
to listen. Some children may want to relax first
• encourage them to talk about good things that happen at school
• make reading with them part of your daily routine. Bedtime stories are a great way
to end the day.
• sometimes children have little accidents at school, which can embarrass them.
Reassure them that this happens and is nothing to worry about. Encourage them
to tell the teacher. Pack spare clothing in the bottom of their bag.
If your child is anxious
Children can sometimes show anxiety by:
• being tearful
• not wanting to go to school
• experiencing tummy aches or
headaches.
You could help by:
• encouraging them to talk about
what's worrying them
• letting them know that you are confident they can manage
• asking what they think would help them.
If the worries continue, talk to the teacher about the best way to help them.
Building confidence
There are things parents can do to help children feel confident and optimistic about
starting school. You could talk with them about what school will be like. Borrow books
from the library with positive stories about starting school. Maybe share some happy
stories from your own school days.
Parents can also help children to build confidence and optimism by encouraging a habit
of positive thinking. Asking children to tell you about the good things that happen each
day helps develop this healthy habit.
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Getting ready
To help prepare children for school you could:
• involve your child in preparing for school, eg.
shopping for their uniform, school bag and lunch
box. Make sure they can manage their lunchbox and
school bag
• plan for healthy lunches, snacks and water to drink
• help your child learn to dress themselves, and to use the toilet on their own
• establish the bedtime and morning routine that they will have when they start
school. It is very important that they get enough sleep
• practice the route you will take when you walk, drive or ride to school
• plan to take your child to school on the first day. Show them where you will pick
them up at the end of the day. Make sure you are always on time. A few minutes
can seem like a long time to a young child.
If your child is worried, ask them what would help, eg. who should take them to school,
where they want to say goodbye, what they want to do after school. Having some control
can help children manage their fears. Relax! If you are stressed, your child may sense this
and worry too.
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Six Early Literacy Skills
Young children need a variety of skills to become successful readers. Research has
determined that six specific early literacy skills become the building blocks for later
reading and writing. Experience tells us that children who enter school with more of these
skills are better able to benefit from the reading instruction they receive when they arrive
at school.
Vocabulary
Vocabulary, knowing the names of things, is an extremely important skill for children to
have when they are learning to read. Most children enter school knowing between 3,000
and 5,000 words. Help develop your child's vocabulary by reading a variety of books with
him, both fiction and nonfiction, and by naming all the objects in your child's world.
Print Motivation
Print Motivation is a child's interest in and enjoyment of books. A child with print
motivation enjoys being read to, plays with
books, pretends to write, asks to be read to and
likes trips to the library. Encourage print
motivation in your child by making shared book
reading a special time, keeping books
accessible, and letting your child see that you
enjoy reading. Explain how you use reading and
writing in everyday life.
Print Awareness
Print Awareness includes learning that writing in
English follows basic rules such as flowing from
top-to- bottom and left-to-right, and that the
print on the page is what is being read by
someone who knows how to read. An example
of print awareness is a child's ability to point to
the words on the page of a book. Your child's
print awareness can be encouraged by pointing
out and reading words everywhere you see
them - on signs, labels, at the shops and post office. Even pointing to the first words you
read when sharing a story together will help develop print awareness.
Narrative Skills
Narrative Skills, being able to understand and tell stories, and describe things, are
important for children when they are learning to read. An example of a narrative skill is a
child's ability to tell what happens at a birthday party or to recount something that
happened during the day when dad comes home from work. Help your child strengthen
her narrative skills by asking her to tell you about the book, instead of just listening to you
read the story. Encourage your child to tell you about things he has done that have a
regular sequence to them.
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Letter Knowledge
Letter Knowledge includes learning that letters have names and are different from each
other, and that specific sounds go with specific letters.
An example of letter knowledge is a child's ability to tell
the name of the letter B and what sound it makes in a
word. Letter knowledge can be developed by using a
variety of fun reading or writing activities, like pointing
out and naming letters in alphabet books, picture books,
or on signs and labels. Sometimes a good start can be
trying to identify the letters in your child's first name and
then commenting when you see those letters in other words; "Look Terry, that word
spells tree and it starts with the same first letter as your name!
Phonological Awareness
Phonological Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the smaller sounds in words.
Phonological awareness includes the ability to hear and create rhymes, to say words with
sounds or chunks left out and the ability to put two word chunks together to make a word.
A common issue for children who have difficulty in reading is their understanding of
phonological awareness. Strengthen phonological awareness by playing fun word games
with your child: Make up silly words by changing the first sound in a word: milk, nilk, pilk,
rilk, filk. Say words with a pause between the syllables ("rab"and "it") and have your child
guess what word you are saying. Read stories or poems with rhymes or different sounds
to your child. Now you know why nursery rhymes are so important!
Don't Panic!
The most important thing to remember when preparing your child for school is to tread
carefully! Your children love to spend time talking with you and listening to what is being
said. They also love to spend time playing and enjoying the company of others. These
skills are important too and should not be underestimated. They have many years of
learning ahead of them so don't panic if you know that your child would rather play than
learn. It does help if your child comes to school with some per-literacy skills but you might
be amazed at what skills they have already without even realizing it.
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Making Maths Count for Pre-schoolers
by Sonja Walker
From as early as the age of 2, many children will recite the words 'one', 'two', 'three',
'four' and 'five'. When their children do this, some parents proudly believe that their preschooler can 'count to fifty'.
Unfortunately for families who think they have a young Einstein on their hands, this skill
is rarely 'counting’. For most children, it is well practiced 'remembering’.
There is a big difference between this rote learnt skill and the understanding of 'number
correspondence' where a child fully understands that a number refers to an item or a set
of items.
Early development of number concepts is critical in developing a child's later skills in
mathematics. You can assist your child's early numeracy skills development by motivating
and engaging your child to play with concrete materials that he or she can manipulate.
Young children need to experience a lot of 'doing' and 'saying' before written numerals
will make sense to them.

So, what are pre-numeracy concepts and how can you help your child to develop an
understanding of early maths?
Engaging your child with a variety of measurement concepts is a great beginning and you
can promote your child's understanding of the mathematical skills of matching and
sequencing by talking about measurement concepts that compare one thing to another
at home.
For instance, kids enjoy telling us that they are 'bigger' than their sister or brother, 'taller'
than the lamp or that they are 'higher' than the table. Young children will also think that
they have 'more' in their cup simply because their cup is taller.
The bathtub is a great place to start. Using a variety of plastic cylinders/cups and
containers, you can develop your child's pre-numeracy skills through play by helping them
to determine which has more or less, is heavier or lighter and so on.
Classification is another pre-number concept that children need lots of experimentation
with. As adults, we classify on a regular basis when we look in indexes that are arranged
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alphabetically, go to the supermarket to buy groceries from different food groups, sortlaundry, and put our cutlery away in separate parts of the drawer. Your preschooler can
benefit from a variety of classification activities which will also support an understanding
of early numeracy concepts.
Classification Activities
• Use blocks to develop your child s ability to repeat the patterns.... e.g. blue, green,
orange, blue...
• Ask your child to sort pegs or the laundry based on color.
• Use shapes to encourage your child to determine what comes next, circle, square,
triangle circle...
• Ask your child to think of things that have similar qualities. For example, what can
they write with and ride on? You might also ask questions about things that swim,
fly, have wheels and so on.
• Ask your child how many items in the family room are square or round or heavy.
• Ask your child to tell you how many things are made of wood, plastic or metal.
• Extend classification activities to include more than one attribute (heavy and small,
or square and smooth)

Our High Five
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More Pre-Number Activities
– Draw a number of circles (faces) and put down a number of buttons for eyes. Ask
your child if there are enough eyes for the faces and how they can find out. Repeat
this activity for mouths, noses etc. Speak in terms of ' more than' and ' less than'
or 'as many as' and ' how can we find out?'
– Use stickers to make patterns on a page or classify them by attributes. Arrange a
row of a set number of stickers, arrange a second row with more spaces between
the stickers, and ask your child if there are the same number of stickers or more or
less. Ask how they can find out - DON'T COUNT! Match the stickers one to one.
– Arrange items on a tray (toothbrush, comb, spoon etc.) ask the child to look away,
rearrange the items to see if they realize the number of items is still the same or if
they think it's different.
– You will give your child a great start to Mathematics if you perform the above
activity suggestions before introducing numbers. They underpin the important
mathematical concepts that children will eventually become involved in when they
begin school and are an essential part of childrens’ early learning.
– Sometimes it's difficult to find store bought games that support classification, one
to one matching, number conservation and other pre-numeracy skills, so you may
need to rely on typical toys and household items for these kinds of games.
If you remember that early numeracy is more than just numbers, you'll be helping your
pre- schooler to later learning success.
We are surrounded by numeracy and numerical concepts every day. Your child can
become immersed in numeracy without even realizing that they are counting on, taking
from, grouping up or sharing out. Numeracy is primarily about patterns and children love
to create patterns in everything they see. Have a look around the house and you might
be amazed at what numeracy concepts are simply waiting to be discovered!
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Technology & Communication in our School
To ensure everyone is up to date with what is happening in our school and to reduce
paper forms and improve processes the school uses the Parent Access Module for most
communication with parents. Parents will be provided with login details to access all of
the relevant information.
A summary of the communication methods is outlined below –
• PAM – provides parents access to attendance records, school reports and the
ability to book 3 way chats (parent-teacher-child interviews), school calendars,
newsletters and other relevant information. PAM is also used to send out email
messages to parents, excursion permissions and other relevant information.
Parents are also able to complete a Parent Notified Absence using PAM. Parents
will receive an email with the login details before the start of the school year.
• Quickcliq – is a cashless way to pay for canteen orders & pay for other school
events. Please see the instructions below to set up an account – it is best to
complete the sign up at the start of the school year ensure you select the correct
school and your child’s class.

• School Website – www.spballarat.catholic.edu.au provides a direct link to PAM
and provides a lot of information about our school.
• Parent Handbook – is a document which provides a lot of detailed information
about our school. You should have a hardcopy or one can be provided by the
school office. A digital copy is also available on the school’s website.
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A Child’s Prayer as the new school year begins
Lord Jesus - my teacher, come with me to school this year.
Stay close to me at home,
in the classroom
and in the playground.
Help me to enjoy learning, to keep trying, and
to ask for help
when lessons are hard to understand.
Help me to be a good friend and to have good friends.
Give me your Holy Spirit
so that I can do my best work every day.
Amen.
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We look forward to welcoming our
Foundation Students for 2023
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